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Editor’s :'\.(m:: Homosexuals who agreed
to talk to The Roanoker have been given
fictitious names in order to protect their

| . identities.
A couple (‘)l bumptious puppies are racing
O | e around the hittle apartment John and David

share in Roanoke’s Old Southwest section.
A lttle fishbowl in a4 macrame noose re-

volves slowly. reflecting the puppies’ de-
e O struction: they  go wrestling across the
couch, into the ferns, around the coffee table

and back into the ferns. John. fresh out of
the shower, seems utterly undisturbed by the
n RO O n O e commotion or by the anxious Chilllt.‘l'il'lg of
several mice ina cage in one corner of the
room.
John, 32 1s a slender, neatly bearded man
who sits down in a rocking chair finally and
holds his hands in his lap while he talks.

|nTerV|eWS WlTh HomOSeXUO |S During the day he works for a local florist

and has lived in Roanoke all his life. David,

Re\/ | Th C| his roommate, moved here two years ago

eg e OseT DOOF from New York City, to work in local

I S . theater. He is 25, cool and articulate, with

S Tll l ClOsed the devilish good looks of a born ladies’

man. But though he fits the classic stereo-

type of the lisping, limp-wristed “queen”

about as well as a lumberjack does, David

By Sfefqn Bechtel has been married to John since shortly after
they met in January 1976.

“We got a Iittle flyer from this Episcopa-
lian gay group with a form for gay mar-
riages,” David explains. “We knew a local
clergyman who performed the ceremony. He
asked us to keep the attendance down to 10
or 15 because the whole thing had to be kept
kind of quiet. We exchanged vows and he
blessed the event, which wasn’t legal in the
eyes of the law, but in the eyes of our friends
and each other, we're married. We're not
bound by law or by convention, we're bound
by our convention, so we just make it up as
we go along.”

"Before | was married to David, |
used to cruise the bars a lot. But
what David and | have together, |
wouldn't want to share with
anybody.”

“Before | was married to David, I used to
cruise the bars a lot.” John remarks. “But
what David and I have together, I wouldn't
want to share with anybody. | tend to be a
homebody anyway, even though David still
likes to see other people.™

The statement is flat and matter-of-fact.
['heir relationship seems to differ from more
commonly accepted heterosexual bonds,
whether of marriage or otherwise, in their
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openness with each other about “seeing
other people.”™ One well-known meeting
place for gays is Elmwood Park and the

surrounding area, known in the parlance of

Roanoke’s gay community as The Block.

“We even go down there together some-
times,” David says. “It’s embarrassing, but
we’ve stayed till dawn. There just aren’t that
many places you can go in Roanoke and
really be yourself. After all the bars close,
well, that’s where you go.”

The vice squad of the City Police Depart-
ment has a different kind of parlance, and a
different reason for being down on The
Block after midnight. Though former vice
chief Sgt. Jack Heath has denied that the
vice squad has declared war on homo-
sexuals, gays seem to agree that arrests on
the charge of “Solicitation for Immoral
Purposes™ have been increasing in recent
months.

“They’ll never break it up,” John says with
a little laugh. “This crackdown on gay life
has happened before. They tore down the
Greyhound bus station thinking that would
end the traffic, but it just moved. They
locked up the men’s room at Crossroads
Mall for the same reason. In that case, | can
see why people were offended. Nobody
wants to go into a store or someplace and get
approached by some queen.”

“Lots of sordid things happen in
the gay world, but there are plenty
of sick straight people, too.”

“You know lots of sordid things
happen in the gay world, but there are plenty
of sick straight people too.” David adds. 1
think it’s just that this city isn't ready to
accept gay people. Friends of ours are
- Continued Page26
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Transvestite performs in drag benefit show.

The Long Road From Man To VVorman

The Horoscope, Friday, October 28, 10:30
p.m. (between the fullmoon and Halloween)

The place is packed. Festoons of crepe
paper ribbons and multi-colored udders of
balloons hang over the dance floor. The
atmosphere is full of freaky celebration —
dense, wild, a little rowdy. A big bearded
man wearing cowboy boots, a shapeless
black dress, a silver hard hat and a blonde
wig which appears to have died by electro-
cution is prancing up and down the floor
holding the microphone like a daisy. The
spotlight winks in a little rhinestone pasted
on one of his cheeks as he stops abruptly,
mutters “Oh, pardon me,” and doffs the wig
to scratch the top of his head, which is
almost completely bald. He look‘s up 1n-
nocently as the place goes wild with wolf-
whistles and cheers.

“Eat your heart out, baby! I'm not gonna
get no fifty-dollar permanent!” ‘

The crowd that’s gathered for the show 18
as bizarre as he is: statuesque drag queens
wearing elaborate bouffant wigs and full-
length gowns float through a sea of smqke
and faces gay, straight, black, white,
male, female and those who could pass for
either one.

There are eight “girls” in the drag show,
two black and six white, who lip-sync a
succession of recorded Diana Ross talk
songs, Peggy Lee show tunes and melo-
dramatic torch numbers ending on one knee
with expressions of grotesque anguish.
“Misty Blue,” “Did You Read the Morning
Paper,” “Pen In Hand” and even one called
“I Love Being A Girl” are met with a chorus
of hoots and applause and an unending

sauna bath of cigarette smoke. Periodically,
people slip out of the audience to approach
the “singer” for a kiss and return to their
seats. The “girls’ go on oblivious, unblink-
ing. .

A slinky black queen named Carolyn is
the crowd’s favorite. When she isn’t onstage,
she slips out of the curtained dressing room
door to bestow roses on the “girls” who are
performing. Some of them are amazingly
beautiful. Several have gorgeous, slender
legs, but there are moments when the whole
thing seems ludicrously campy, like a bunch
of kids shunted upstairs who've gotten into
Mommy’s closet. Sometimes it’s a heavy
jawline or a certain darkness around the
mouth that gives it away, sometimes a
square shoulder or the incongruous bulge of
a bicep, or that moment of awkwardness
when they raise their dresses to mount the
singer’s stool. None of them seem quite sure
of their footing in high heels, and there are
times when their dresses look ill-fitting and
(wld—tashloned. In fact, sometimes the show
seems in an odd way square, or at least the
womanhood that is being parodied is with-
Qi S‘Ub‘le}.\l crudely mimicked, a cliche.

Miss Gay California is doing a musuy
n_urpber, her nose up into the spotlight. A
sibilant undercurrent of conversation rises
around her, but she seems unaware of
anything but the song. A leggy black queen
wearing a shimmery full-length gown slit to
the knee prances out onto the floor to hand
her the mandatory rose. Miss Gay Cali-
fornia holds it to her breast, gazing up
rapturously into the face of some imaginary

- Continued Page 66
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moving out all the time to Richmond and
Norfolk where things are casier. But we have
a pretty good time hereo don't vou think,
John?” '

John snules and nods  The gestures seem
odd though 1n hght ot the tact he was
arrested qust the might betore down on The
Block. Cruising down Bullitt Avenue on his
way home trom his mother’s house, he
caught the eve ot a manan the park. (Unlike
larger urban arcas where homosexuals tend
to communicate through sty hized patterns of
dress and behavior, which David calls “New
York shuck.” herein Roanoke gavs recog-
nize cach other in old-tashioned wavs: the
“pleam n the eyve™ the double take, the “hi™
sign. and other torms of sexual sign lan-
guage any straight person would know
about.) John cruised back around the block,
stopped and arranged to meet the man in a
parking lot. Later. when the two of them
were sitting in John's car. John explained
that he had alover butthelover was working
late that might. The man sand he'd seen John
in the bars, Fayentually inthe course of loose
and friendly conversation, John otffered the
man a joint.

“John, vou're under arrest for possession
of marijuana.” the vice officer explained
politely.

“He was really very nice about 1it.,”™ John
says. I mean as nice as you can be when
vou're busting somebody. The trial is set for
December.™

“I think theyvre supposed to tell vou if
they're vice 1f vou ask them straight out.”
David says. “But vou know  that'sastrange
way to start a Iriendship. by asking some-
body if they're vice. It's embarrassing.™

(Actually, vice officers are not required to
identify themselves if asked.)

"l can’t really understand who's
offended other than the police
department.”

“I can’t really understand who's offended
other than the police department.”™ John
remarks mildly. *1 mean, they talk about
child molesting and all this, but straight
people have to take the credit for most of
that. And how many children are hanging
round Elmwood Park at I a.m.?”

When the bewildered laughter dies, the
talk drifts to the past. David says he got
deeply into drugs for awhile. thinking magic
would happen, thatitwould be all right to be
gay. He explais that during a single week,
he lost all desire to see any of the three
women who meant anvthing to him, and
hasn't been with a woman n the two yvears
since then. “Why not? This is what 1 eel best
with.™ he says.

John's experience was different
of many who believe they were born gay. and
have always been attracted to people of the

he s one
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same sex. “I consider my lite normal,” he
says quietly. “This is what I want.”

In recent years Americans have begun to
hear from gay rights groups across the
country, particularly recently, in response to
Anita Bryant’s “Save Our Children” cam-
paign to repeal an ordinance in Dade
County, Fla., which granted homosexuals
equal rights to housing and employment.
;h?{%i:;iy:vlfhts” is hardly even an issue

- Where homosexuals are afraid

to fight individual harassment due to the
threat media exposure might pose to their

families, reputations and jobs (“Everybody’s |

always up for promotion,” one said), a
group called FAIR (Free Alliance for Indi-
vidual Rights) was formed in July of this
year in response to Bryant’s much-publi-
cized and ultimately successful campaign.

On September 18, the Roanoke Times &
World News carried a story about a pro-
posed city ordinance to ban transvestites
from appearing in public places. The ordi-
nance, aimed at so-called “market queens,”
isan attempt to clear the City Market area of
“men posing as women to sell sexual favors.™
The story stated that during the first cight
months of this year, the vice squad used the
charge of “Soliciting for Immoral Purposes™
to arrest 77 male homosexuals. including the
president of a large corporation, prominent
doctors, a high-level federal administrator, a
wealthy realtor and the organist at a local
church.

The FAIR group . .. charged that
the methods used by the vice
squad constituted entrapment.

The FAIR group drafted a letter which
was sent to the police department, city
councilmen, the newspaper and news bu-
reaus of local television and radio stations
protesting the ordinance. They charged that

the methods used by the vice squad to make
arrests constituted entrapment, asked who
and what were being protected by the
arrests, and expressed concern about what
they felt to be violations of the civil and
human rights of the gay population.

"What good is being done . .. by
ruining the lives and reputations of
the people who . . . are your next
door neighbors . . . and, in some
cases, are your children?”

“What good is being done.™ they wrote.
“and who is being protected by publicly
humiliating, embarrassing. and in somce
instances ruining the lives and reputations of
people who teach your children, medically
treat your wives, are your next-door neigh-
bors, counsel your families. raise children of
their own and. in some cases, arc your
children?”

Eight or nine members of FAIR, all male.
are gathered in the living room at Ro'\:‘s
house. They are as diverse a group In
appearance as in opinion and interest, rang-
ing in age from about 20 to 45. Though most
of them arrive in pairs, none fits the popular
image of the effeminate hairdresser. the
“swish,” the “fag.” This might be a Monday-
night meeting of salesmen, barbers or CPAs.

Continued Page 73
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The entire gayv commumty 10 Roanoke,

much of which remains carctully hidden. s
difficult to typity

Roy fortyish, dark and slender
wrote the FAIR letter. and 1s one ol those
rc*p“ll\lh]c for the plnll["\ cnistence

“This group was othicially bornon July 10
n response to the teehng thata lot “'_3—'4‘.\
Kids needed 1, and because of Anita Gavs
flrc notoriousls |||c\pt\ll\lhlc about organ-
1zing, but Anita Bryvant has donce more to
unite gay people .u‘n’)\\ the country thanany
other single person We're a civically on-
ented group. We'd hike to donate to the
United Fund. and we're trying to getlawyers
and retamers now U

At first the talk resolves around the letter.

“One of the marn things i the letter was
the question of entrapment.”” says Gary.
Forceful and talkative. he s an his carly
twenties and claims to have been “out of the
closet since puberty

“1I mecan look. 1t the vice used the same
procedures in a straight bar. they would
clean out cvery place in this town i one
night. Imagine it vou met a girl at Grathiu's
or someplace, and she was coming onstrong

eyveing vou, acting very avatlables even
touching herselt suggestinely and vou
responded. and then she whipped out her
badge and busted vou. That's what the vice
does in the bookstores.™

“There was a case where the vice pro-
positioned a guyv at the Horoscope and
actually took him to a hotel betore he busted
him.™ Roy interjects. It was thrown out of
court for entrapment, but believe me. less
obvious cases happen all the time.”

“Another thing we wanted to point out.™
Gary says, “is the incredible concentration
of time and tax money that goesinto busting
gays. | think there are more squad cars
around Elmwood Park than anvplaceelsein
town.”

“I'd like to talk about my lover to
people at work or have his picture
on my desk, but | can’t.”

George. who has been silently casting
huge eyes around till now. speaks up.

“In that article it said there were three bars
where straight people are made to feel un-
welcome. Well, there are a hundred where
gays are made to teel unwelcome. It they
take those three away from usowhat's left? |
mean. | mcan that's what oppression is.”
he says. IS having to hide. alwayvs being on
guard. having this constant double lite.
People sav. "Why do vou have to flaunt i?
Why can’t vou just keep it to yourselt?” Well,
you sce a man, wile and child publicly
showing attection tor cach other and what
arc they doing? I hevire flaunting hetero-
sexuality  I'd Irke to talk about my lover to
people at work or have his picture on my
desk. but I cant ™
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Over 2 million graduates say the course enabled them to:

e Communicate and sell their

ideas

Sustain enthusiasm
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“People see two gays holding hands and
the first thing they think is. *what do they do
in bed” ™ Gary says. “They see a voung
straight couple kissing and they think they're
in love.™

After awhile the conversation drifts into
the kitchen, where Roy, wearing big flowery
potholder gloves, is preparing quiche Lor-
raine. As the view through the oven window
begins to disappear in steam, various ques-
tions circulate and are devoured like the
cagerly-awaited quiche.

Are gay relationships less stable than
straight ones? Well, there is probably more
promiscuity among gays because thereis no
danger of pregnancy. and usually there are
no children to protect. But then what is
fidelity if only to protect children, someone
remarks. Yeah, most gays who call cach
other lovers “trick out™ occasionally, though
there are instances of stable, long-lasting
relationships among males. “A lot of gay
relationships are based on friendship.” says
George, making vague circular shapes with
his hands, “I mean. | mean if more
heterosexual relationships were like that,
fewer would break up.”

Why do people feel so threatened by
homosexuality? Someone suggests that the
two main reasons arc Biblical morality,
which refers to homosexual behavior as an
“abomination.” and fcar for their children.
“I'd rather have my children taught by a
known gay than a known bigot.” somcone
says. IUs just an unreasonable superstition,
passed down by parents. someone else says.

George adds, “My parents didn't like
Catholics and when 1 was a little kid |
thought it was some sort of discase vou
could catch. When | found out it was just a
religion, I was astounded! It's the same
thing.”

“All this hiding is making mental
cripples out of half the gays in
Roanoke.”

How big is the gay population in Roa-
noke? No one can really say. since so few are
willing to be counted. Guesses range from a
low of 1,000 to a high of 5.000. Someone
comments that it's easier for women to be
gay without being noticed. since it's not as
uncommon for women to touch, hold hands
and even kiss as it 1s for men. If two women
live together. they're old maids. but if two
men do. the gossip begins.

How do you feel towards women? I love
women.” someone says. “but | don’t feel
intimidated by them. and they don’t feel
intimidated by me.” “Some PEOPIT F intim-
idate me.” someone else shoots back. An-
other points out that some gay men hate
women. but “a lot of the ones who hate
women the most act most like them. 1 ots ot
drag queens despise women. strange as that
may seem. T Others the group feel that
\lrzilghl women feel more secure around gay
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men and that gays appreciate and under-
stand them better than men who have other
designs on them.

Even among themselves, there is obvious-
Iv no hard-and-fast agreement on anything,
no “party hine.” and few verifiable facts. In
retrospect, the difficulty the courts have had
in dealing fairly with a group of people as
diverse as, say, all coffee-drinkers, seems a
little more understandable.

I'he quiche is finally done. It is 1:30 a.m.
As plates are passed around. George says
dreamily, 1 think all this hiding is making
mental cripples out of half the gays in
Roanoke. It's hell for minorities. You know,
I like coffee houses, where you can just go
and talk, but there aren’tany. I'd like to meet
somebody I could share painting tips with or
just sit around and sketch with or some-

thing. I don’t know. It gets lonely.”

The American Psychiatric Associ-
ation officially stopped listing ho-
mosexuality as a psychiatric dis-
order in 1975.

I'he nature and origins of homosexuality
are imperfectly understood not only in the
popular mind, but among psychologists as
well. Though the American Psychiatric As-
sociation officially stopped listing homo-
sexuality as a psychiatric disorder in 1975,
still there seems to be little agreement as to
whether homosexual behavior is learned or
innate. A recent case brought before the
Washington State Supreme Court illustrates
the threat this uncertainty poses, particu-
larly to parents. James Gaylord, a Tacoma
high school teacher with an exemplary 13-
year record, was fired in 1972 after acknowl-
edging that he was a homosexual. The court
ruled that though he was accusgd of no
specific act, homosexuality 1s “11114n10r_;11
and upheld the school's right to dismiss him.
On October 7 of this year, the U.S. Supreme
Court refused to hear his appeal. Ih;‘fﬂby
tacitly upholding the state court’s decision.

Perhaps the most controversial aspect of
the Gayvlord case, aside from the hotly-
debated moral issue, was the fact that he
served as a “role model” for juveniles, and as
such was a dangerous influence intheeyes of
those who believe that adolescents develop a
sexual orientation through Cn\'irO.nanl%ll
conditioning, rather than simply being bmn‘
with one. Recent research on the subject }m;
been ambiguous or contradictory, and 1t 18
this absence of clear, basic information that
accounts in part for the umbi\'alcncgol court
decisions dealing with homosexuality.

(A court decision based on “mo\rulll_\' or
lack of it is equally qucstionablc. 1 thmcr-
ican Civil Liberties Union has said lhul.
“homosexuality, defined as the condition of
being sc.\uull_\t and emotionally oricntc.d
primarily towards persons of the same sex. is
a status or condition of being and as such
cannot constitutionally be made a crime.™)

- Continued Page 76
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In Roanoke, the ambiguity of standard
legal proceedings in solicitation arrests be-
gins with the word “solicitation.™ The dis-
tinction between cases in which a vice officer
has been actively and clearly solicited by a
homosexual for purposes of sex and those in
which the officer by word or deed has lured
or entrapped a homosexual is not clear. The
Virginia Supreme Court defines entrapment
in a manner which is extremely difficult to
prove — thatis if the propensity to commit
a crime did not already exist in the defend-
ant’s mind before his arrest. (In other words,
if the arresting officer got him to do some-
thing he wouldn't have done otherwise.) If
entrapment can be proven, (which is rare)
the caseissimply thrown out of court. A civil
suit might be brought against the officer in
such cases, but these are even rarer.

"l tell my men to get them good
or not to get them at all.”

“I tell my men to get them good or not to
get them at all,” says Sgt. John Barrett,
present head of the vice squad. “He's got to
TELL you what he’s going to do, or make it
clear in other ways, before we make the
arrest. 1 mean there’s nothing illegal about
inviting somebody home to read poetry.™ In
one case, the clincher was a kiss.

If it is determined that solicitation has
actually occurred, judges in Roanoke gen-
erally take the case under advisement for 60
days, during which the defendant is asked to
procure a letter from a psychiatrist, psy-
chologist, counselor, or sometimes ecven a
minister, indicating that he has sought help
and “showed progress.”™ In a recent case the
judge asked that the defendant, who was
married and had children, “get himself
straightened out, get back on the track.”

It seems unlikely that “getting back on the
track™ is possible in 60 days, when it is
questionable whether there can be any re-
habilitation at all from a condition more
complex than the courts are ready to recog-
nize.

“The legal procedure implies that gays are
sick, which I resent,” one homosexual said.
Even Sgt. Barrett admits that the arrest
trial/treatment routine is ineffective. *I real-
ize that most of them are happy with their
lifestyles and don’t want to change.” he says.
“We're not trying to change them, we're not
running them out. we're not going to bust
the bars. My jobisn'tto make the laws. it’s to
enforce them.”

Mike and Candice. who are old friends,
are sitting cross-legged on the couch in
Mike's apartment. On the table next to the
door are two small framed pictures of young
men in college T-shirts. and the walls are
densely covered with pictures_ including one
showing a cavorting figure with the inscrip-
tion, “I'm the most lovable pervert around.”



Mike 1s @4 big, bearded man. 37. whose
hands tend to 11y away trom his body hke
birds when he's talking Candice s smalland
dark with a bright
sparkles into laughter

intelhigence that often
Both of them are gay.

"l thought | was sick when |
discovered | was in love with my
best friend in high school.”

“Like a lot of other gay people. I thoughtl
was the only onc 1in the world tor a long
time,” 1 thought 1 was
sick when discovered Twas in love with my
best friend in high school 1 was haltway
through college betore I oactually had an
affair with a woman. but I've come to terms
with mysclt completely by now. I'don't want
to be strarght. I want to be a lesbian. 1 can't
be helped. ITdon™twantany help. Tdon't need
any help.™

Arce there
Roanoke?

“There arelots of them

be surprised. My

Candice s saving

many women in

other  gay
vou'd probably
! friends arce beautitful,
intelligent people. mostly protfessionals
doctors. dentists, teachers., lawyvers. 1 think
I's true that women are less conspicuous
than men. because we don't goto 1he Block,
we don't cruise. Women are taught to be
more touching and soft and emotional. too,
so we don’t feel (o paranoid about ex-
pressing our affection in public. The only
thing is that it two women go out for adrink
someplace, thev're lubeled hookers or what-
ever, and then they have to deal with getting
approached by some drunk man.”

Do vou feel vou were born gay?

“Wellounlike a lot of my friends. Heelasif
I'had a choiceand I chose women. Tdated in
high schooland so on, I've been attracted to
men and have had good relationships with
them. but my relationships with women
have been so much BET1ER. It’s just casier
for me to be with women. talk to women,
love women plus I've never wanted to be a
mother. I'd probably be lousy.™

“Imyselt am atrae virgin,” Mike laughs,
“I've never been with o woman in my life.
I’ve known 1wy gay since 1 was 107

Both Mlkc and Candice were influential
in bringing a group called GARV (Gay
Alliance of the Roanoke Valley) into being
back in 1970, For the most part. theirefforts
were unsuccessful and the group disbanded.

“There were cight people involved in
trying to keep it together. but 1 think the
whole idea was just o Little ahead of its time.
It dicd. We tried to become a non-profit
organization. we tried to open another bar,
but it didn™twork. [ he basic idea was just to
raise the consciousness of gays. but in the
end it turned into a big social.”

Mike tells the story of his arrest. which
took place down on I he Block. After a half-
hour conversation with a man who got into
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This 48-page book highlights Elvis’ seven
Visits to Roanoke. There are more than 50
phot_os, many of which have never been
published! Order your copy now. Send
$2.95 plus tax and 50¢ handling to:

Leisure Publ. Co.
P.O. Box 12567
Roanoke, Va. 24026

ALL TIED UP?

Your calls areimpor-
tanp Sois yourtiprg(ra.
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his car after they'd initially made contact,
Mike asked if he was a vice officer. *No! Are
you?” the man said, appearing to be very
frightened. Shortly thereafter he identified
himself as just that, wrote out a summons
and warned Mike not to come back, all very
nicely. The court referred him to Mental
Health Services, where the psychologist he
talked to told him he didn’t need any help.

“It’s like, you get busted and sent to court
and the court doesn’t know what to do with
you,” Candice says. “I think the judges
ought to be getting awfully tired of 1t, and
Mental Health Services, too.”

“Arelationship, if you expectitto
last, can’'t be based on sex. It's just
the same if you're straight or gay.”

Once again, the talk turns to something
called “relationships,” the current appella-
tion for one of the most relentlessly sought-
after, highly-valued, and elusive quarries
known to man, whatever his sexual orienta-
tion. “What it all boils down to is that a
relationship, if you expect it to last, can’t be
based on sex,” Mike says. “There’s got to be
something deeper there — shared interests,
friendship, love, or whatever. It's just the
same if you're straight or gay.”

Just the same if you're straight or gay
sometimes the parallels are uncanny. Even
liberation, a term so over-used that the
actual liberalizing of sexual mores in
straight society is sometimes difficult to
separate from the propaganda, seems to be
surfacing in strangely transmuted form in
gay society as well. “One thing you don't see
$0 much of anymore is role-playing  you
kn_ow, you be butch and I'll be femme.”
Mike says. “A few years ago, | think a lot of
gays thought they had to, especially kids
Wf}o were pretty new to it.”

‘I have a friend who's always going
thFOU'gh the whole ‘diesel dyke' routine,”
Candice adds. “She’s always with these
incredibly femme women and she thinks she
has to be some kind of macho super thing all
the time, ordering them around and all this.
That whole thing seems to be dying down
though. You see less drags in the bars, too.

rhﬁre’s less pressure to play a part.”

Eandice sighs.

, T don't wan you to use my name for this
imde I mean my roommate told me I was
razy when | told her | was going to talk to
Z::L‘l“ E«;UI there are so many things I'd like my
d()n’tékt friends 1o kn()yv cvc? pcoqlc |
aftie CTO“I’q about being gay. I'm not “out
S r(()snlt as far as my strgughl friends go,
Pk L”aj”t‘_'_!_\' either. and neither are most of
[h-rc'd[(,“ncdl lends. We're pammnd. jczxrcd.
jobs or oy, X"C don’t want to )cnpurdl‘/c our
amilies, But we've got a right to

live an : .
T d work ang have fun just like anybody
clse. you kngyom ) 128
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